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. education, they can abolish class. While they are
menaced by the moneyed classes of the whole world
their only hope lies in the success of a strong central
government: a tyranny in fact, but once the pressure
is relieved, Lenin survives, and he has not lost his
original ideals, we may hope. Of course, they may go
mad with the idea of Empire, and go out with their
armies to force the world to come under their ideas
and do awful things in the name of freedom, small
nationalities, etc., but even so, they have done some-
thing. The French Revolution gave France new life,
though all their fine ideas ended in horrors and blood-
shed and wars. The world, too, gained. Nothing else
would have given courage to the underdog and put
fear into the heart of the oppressor in the way it did.
I believe all the reforms at the beginning of the
nineteenth century have their roots in the Terror.
I don't agree about people being sheep. I don't find
that here, except among a very small crowd indeed.
Everyone wants to know, and reads and thinks and
talks—especially the young. In Belfast you have the
other thing—but the rest of the country is wonderfully
self-controlled, patient and heroic. I have always used
my influence towards decentralisation, and to make
people think and act independently.
How are the women doing in Italy ? This is being an
education to them here. Their heroism and spirit of
self-sacrifice is wonderful, but outside the towns they
want their initiative faculties developing. There has
been less physical restraint on the actions of women in
Ireland than in any other country, but mentally the
restrictions seem to me to be very oppressive. It is
hard to understand why they took so little interest in
politics as a sex, when you consider that both Catholics
and Dissenters (men) laboured under all their dis-
abilities and yet remained politicians.

